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not vex you more in the house, than in the gallery: publick
affairs vex no man.' Bo SWELL. *Have not they vexed your-
self a little. Sir? Have you not been vexed by all the turbu-
lence of this reign, and by that absurd vote of the House of
Commons, "That the influence of the Crown has increased,
is increasing, and ought to be diminished?"* JOHNSON.
'Sir, I have never slept an hour less, nor eat an ounce less
meat. I would have knocked the factious dogs on the head,
to be sure; but I was not vexed? Bo SWELL. 1 declare, Sir,
upon my honour, I did imagine I was vexed, and took a pride
in it; but it was, perhaps, cant; for I own I neither ate less,
nor slept less.' JOHNSON. 'My dear friend, clear your mind
of cant. You may talk as other people do: you may say to a
man, "Sir, I am your most humble servant." You are not his
most humble servant. You may say, "These are sad times; it
is a melancholy thing to be reserved to such times." You
don't mind the times. You tell a man, "I am sorry you had
such bad weather the last day of your journey, and were so
much wet." You don't care six-pence whether he was wet
or dry. You may talk in this manner; it is a mode of talking
in Society : but don't think foolishly.3
Another day I spoke of one of our friends, [Edmund
Burke] of whom he, as well as I, had a very high opinion.
He expatiated in his praise; but added, 'Sir, he is a cursed
Whig, a bottomless Whig, as they all are now.*
On [Thursday] May 29, being to set out for Scotland next
morning, I passed a part of the day with him in more than
usual earnestness; as his health was in a more precarious
state than at any time when I had parted from him. He, how-
ever, was quick and lively, and critical as usual. I mentioned
one who was a very learned man. [Bennet Langton] JOHN-
SON. *Yes, Sir, he has a great deal of learning; but it never
lies straight. There is never one idea by the side of another;
'tis all entangled: and then he drives it so aukwardly upon
conversation.*
I stated to him an anxious thought, by which a sincere
Christian might be disturbed, even when conscious of having